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IN THE CRYSTAL CATHEDRAL
Friday, November 28, through Sunday, January 4, 2009
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TBN 
6 PM PACIFIC
9 PM EASTERN
8 PM CENTRAL

SEEN ON NEARLY 
100 STATIONS, 
CHECK YOUR
LOCAL LISTINGS

SAT ALSOHOUR 
OF
POWER

SUN LIFETIME 
CABLE
8 AM EAST/PAC
7 AM CENTRAL

TBN 
8:30 AM PACIFIC
11:30 AM EASTERN
10:30 PM CENTRAL

My Favorite Book
by Robert H. Schuller

What greater gift could come to you today than a personal word from
the God who created you and put you into this world? That is what you are
holding when you have God’s word—the Holy Bible—in your hands! It’s
God’s perfect, incomparable and affectionate message to you.

The Bible has been my North Star, my central source of divine inspira-
tion, since I was a little boy. Some children are blessed by being born into a
privileged household. Such was my heritage. For no inheritance can match
the value and the worth of the heritage of a godly faith in the Holy Book,
communicated through the life of a father and mother who believe it and

live by it.
Every noon and evening, 

our family would gather around
the kitchen table in our humble
Iowa farmhouse for a ritual that

never varied. We would pray with bowed heads before we ate. This was a
prayer for God’s blessing.  After we enjoyed the food, my father would reach
his hand underneath the table, where a secret ledge held the family Bible.
After reading an entire chapter from the Scriptures, he
would offer a closing prayer of thanksgiving to
God “for the food we have now received for the
body as well as the soul.” Without fail, this hap-
pened every day, noon and night, throughout my
entire childhood!

Now, as I reach the mature years of my life, I can
testify that this Holy Book that has survived thousands
of years has served me better than I could ever have
expected from any printed matter. It is God’s Book,
which is why it never fails to nourish my faith. 

I hope you, if you haven’t already done so, will let my
favorite book, God’s Book — become your North Star too!

The Bible has been my North
Star, my central source of

divine inspiration, since I was
a little boy.

by Robert A. Schuller
When I was nine years old, my parents gave me my first Bible as a gift with these

words inscribed inside the cover:
Presented to Robert Anthony Schuller

by Mom and Dad
October 7, 1963

on the occasion of his ninth birthday.
I loved that gift…just as I continue to love God’s word today!
When our son Anthony was around seven years old and just starting to read, my

wife Donna and I gave him, as we did our three other kids, a children’s Bible. It had
lots of pictures, and below each picture was a short Bible story.

One day, Anthony ran in the house, headed upstairs, grabbed
his Bible, and as he ran quickly back down, I asked him, “Anthony,

what’s going on?”
He answered, “He’s
got to learn. My
friend doesn’t
believe in Jesus.
He thinks he’s a fake. I have to show him. I have to show him
what the truth is.” And with that, Anthony ran out the front
door. When I looked outside a few minutes later, he was 
reading his Bible with his friend.

Today, Anthony and the boy are still good friends.
In fact, his friend accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior
in his freshman year in high school, then led his

entire family to Christ.
The gift of God’s word shared with a friend, a fam-

ily member, or a coworker has the power to change a life
forever. The words in the Bible speak to us. They penetrate

to the very core of who we are. They give us hope when
we feel hopeless. They give us direction when we are
lost. And they give us inspiration when we are down.

When you share God’s word with others, you show
them how much you truly care, because in doing so,

you are giving them the greatest gift of all.

The gift of God’s word
has the power to change

a life forever. 
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by Sheila Schuller Coleman

The Word—God—became flesh when Jesus was born that starry night in Bethlehem. Jesus Christ—the
perfect, all-encompassing expression of God—came to life, and the cry of a newborn baby changed the
world forever.

So it is that we at the Crystal Cathedral Ministries celebrate that life-changing event every Christmas 
season with our annual presentation of The Glory of Christmas. We love to spread the Word! We love to tell the
story. It’s a story of hope…of love…of life. 

When people come to The Glory of Christmas, we want them to come to experience the majesty—the won-
der—the glory—of Christmas. And they do. When the flying angels that fill the all-glass cathedral “sky” swoop
down so you can almost reach up and touch their toes, you experience the wonder. When the live fanfare trum-
pets, dancers, galloping stallions, gentle donkeys, and majestic camels enter the cathedral, you feel transported
to the time and place when Jesus was born. But it’s when the beautiful music pauses, a hush comes over the audi-
ence, and all you hear is the cry of a baby—that’s when you feel ushered into the presence of the Living God.

What a gift God gave us that night when Jesus was born. Jesus is a living, breathing presence who can trans-
form your life with His love, His truth, and His grace. This holiday season, may you discover the true power
that can only be found in that one Word—JESUS!

The Glory of Christmas, which opens in the Crystal Cathedral to all audiences on Friday, November 28,
will continue through Sunday, January 4, 2009. For information and reservations, call 714-54-GLORY
(714-544-5679) or go online to www.crystalcathedral.org 

W H AT ’ S  I N  A  W O R D ?

WE’VE ALL EXPERIENCED IT: ONE OF THOSE
moments when something said by another person trig-
gers an immediate “A-ha!” in your mind. You feel like
a safecracker working a complex lock, when suddenly
the last tumbler falls into place, and the door opens for
you. And when you get it, you’re empowered to
change something about the way you live, the way you
lead, the way you work, the way you minister.

That’s what Rethink is all about: getting into the
minds of influential thinkers and innovators in media,
politics, faith, science, business, and technology, and

taking away the “A-ha!” moments that empower us
to create new possibilities for our lives and ministries.

Here are just a few of the leaders who will be speak-
ing at the Rethink conference: Dr. Robert H. Schuller,
Ravi Zacharias, Nancy Ortberg, Miles McPherson.

On the beautiful Crystal Cathedral campus, you
will also have the opportunity to rest and reflect in
this uplifting setting and to fellowship with others
sharing the Rethink journey. For more information
and to register, go to www.rethinkconference.com.

AnExperience of 
A-ha! Moments

February 5 - 7, 2009

Watching the Hour of Power
has always, and will always, 
give me the strength  
I need to overcome 
my problems. You 
never fail to lift my 
spirits, give me hope, 
and remind me how 
much God loves me. 
I’m so thankful 
for your inspiring 
program. 

GARY WISSINGER
Chester, Illinois

NEWHOPE &TEENLINE COUNSELING
For 24-hour crisis prevention, dial 1-714-NEW-HOPE or visit

www.NewHopeNow.org
For TEEN-2-TEEN hotline, dial 1-714-NEW-TEEN or visit 

www.teenline.org

‘‘

‘‘
You Show How Much You
Care When You Share
God’s Word with Others
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Love.Joy.Peace.Life.
Dr. Schuller as a
boy learned to love
God’s word.

Anthony
spreading
the words
of Jesus to
his friend
at the 
tender age
of seven.



Take It from Me
by Beverely Muffin, Pastor of the Internet

When it comes to computers and the Internet,
you would hardly recognize me today, had you
known me two years ago. I knew zilch! I couldn’t

even turn on a computer, let alone roam
around cyberspace. That was a scary place
for me. I was sure I was going to destroy
the whole computer system with one
wrong “click”!

But then my forty-year-old daughter
Heidi challenged me to buy a laptop com-
puter, telling me that if I “messed” up, she
would buy me a new one—a real vote of
confidence.

About the same time, Kris Fulton, our
Crystal Cathedral New Media Manager,
gave me a second push. She told me, “I

can teach you—I promise.” And she did.
She started with the basics, explaining
things like how to use a mouse. The first
time she told me, “Move the mouse up,”
I did…into the air. I felt her hand gently
push my hand down to the desk and
move it forward. Because she never made
me feel foolish, I began to learn.

I also began to understand the intrinsic
value of the future of the Internet. Much like
when the U.S. moved from being an 
agricultural nation to becoming an indus-
trialized one, I realized I would be left
behind—especially in my ministry work—
if I didn’t make the change. It was one of the

best decisions I ever made.
I knew I was not alone, that there were others

like me, frozen by the fear of something new. But
that “something new” can separate us from others
and the modern world if we don’t move forward to
learn its simple basics.

Over the next couple of months, we’ll be devel-
oping a Training Lab for people 50+ who are ready
to leap into the world of technology and the Internet.
If this describes you, please stay tuned…

Many great cultural and spiritual revolutions have shared the same
dream—to connect people and enhance lives through the communica-
tion of positive ideas and truth. Alexander the Great shared that dream.

The founders of the Christian Reformation
shared it. The creators of the United States and
other new nations shared it, as well.

When Robert H. Schuller responded to
God’s call to start a new ministry over 50 years
ago, he also shared that dream. His first goal in
accomplishing it was to make it easy for peo-
ple who were not comfortable attending—or
maybe didn’t even like—church to show up by
inviting them to “come as you are in the fam-
ily car!” And they did—first to a drive-in
theater and eventually to a church—and the
ministry thrived.

When television, the new universal
medium, came into existence, Robert Schuller,
inspired by Billy Graham, said, “We can reach
beyond Orange County, California. We can
reach the whole world with the positive mes-
sage of Jesus Christ.” And in 1970, the
televised Hour of Power made its début.

Consistent with our founding philosophy of “meeting people where they
are,” Robert Anthony Schuller is responding to a new dream that God has
given him for this ministry: to positively connect people to God and each
other using the emergent language of today—the Internet.

Through this new medium, we will
help you to deepen and strengthen your
connection to the word of God and to
each other in new and powerful ways,
whenever you need us, wherever you are.

We invite you to visit our new, exciting
Internet channels: HOP Life, HOP 18:20,
HOP Social and HOP Radio. There you will
experience innovative, meaningful, fun, life-
changing Christian programming with social
networking and interactive online communi-
ties that will enhance your life as you grow
closer to God and connect with people who
share your positive faith.

OPTIONS TO
SUPPORT
THIS
WORLDWIDE
MINISTRY
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• Convenience Gift Plan: Save time and
stamps with safe and easy electronic funds
transfer of your donation to this ministry.
Call 1-800-9-POWER-9 (1-800-976-9379),
or go to hourofpower.org/support.

• Legacy Gift: By remembering this ministry
in your will and estate, your name will 
appear on the beautiful granite “Millennial
Memorial Wall” at the heart of the Crystal
Cathedral garden grounds. Call 714-971-
4126, or go to hourofpower.org/support.

•     “Walk of Faith”: Honor the memory of a
loved one by having a stepping stone,
inscribed with their name and favorite Bible
verse, set in the Crystal Cathedral garden
grounds, which the proceeds will endow. 
Call Susanna Eskridge at 714-971-4153.
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MONTHLY NEWS FOR Hour of Power SPIRITUAL SHAREHOLDERS AND FRIENDS

Giving Thanks for the 
Amazing Gift of God’s Word

Have you ever received a gift within
a gift? Inside one beautifully
wrapped package is another…then

another…and another…until finally you
reach the last package—the greatest gift 
of all!

When God sent his Son to be the Sav-
ior of the world, he gave us many gifts
within that Gift, including the written Word
as described in John 1:1, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”

Wrapped inside God’s word, the Bible,
are the gifts of forgiveness, freedom, faith,
abundant life, eternity, encouragement,
hope, and a love like no other. 

Earlier this year, the Crystal Cathedral
released an exciting new version of God’s
greatest gift. Tens of thousands of copies of
The POWER for LIFE Bible were sent to

people around the world, and we heard
back from many about its positive and
powerful affect on their lives.

God’s word is a gift that keeps on
giving! Who might God be nudging you to
give the greatest gift ever—The POWER

for LIFE Bible from the
Crystal Cathedral? Giving
this gift will not only
bless your loved ones, it
will bless the Hour of
Power by helping to keep
the positive message of
God’s word reaching into
homes around the world.

This amazing, new
Bible with hundreds of
pages of inspiring and

easy-to-understand study
aids is available today in…

Soft Cover—for your
gift of $50

(2 soft cover Bibles
for $75).

Deluxe Hard Cover—for your
gift of $75 (2 hard cover Bibles for $120).

Genuine Leather Cover—for
your gift of $150 (2 leather
Bibles for $250).

Remember, your gift to the Hour of
Power television ministry is entirely tax-
deductible. We thank God daily for the gift
of your ministry partnership, generosity
and support. God will bless you for help-
ing us release the power of God’s word
every week through the Hour of Power.

Through the gift of
God’s word, we come
to know who God is

and who we are 
to him.

What a fantastic gift The

POWER for LIFE Bible is.

It’s the best gift
ever! I do ministry in a 

nursing home and have found

the Power Pages to be

very helpful, especially

the one for the 23rd Psalm.

EUGENE SNYDER
Erie, Pennsylvania

The past three
months have
been sad for
me. Your new
POWER for

LIFE Bible has

lifted my
spirits. It
helps me get
through the daily struggles I face.

ANDY HELLER
Via email

HOUR OF POWER MINISTRY GIVING UPDATE

Words. Language. Communication. Understanding. Connection.

Our New Media Ministry Invites You to…

Unwrap the Gift of Connection and Community

I look forward to watching 
the Hour of Power
every Saturday night. It is 
one program I don’t want 
to miss. Your messages 
are always inspiring and 
presented in such an 
interesting way. 

MRS. GERTRUDE W. TAYLOR
Marietta, Georgia
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Revenue 

down 2% or
$483,000

HOP Life
HOP 18:20
HOP Social
HOP Radio

Beverely Muffin

As this issue of PowerLines goes to press, our actual revenue is down $483,000 and the gap
is widening. We need your help today. Thank you for standing in the gap with us at this time.




